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The instructor asserts the.t mastery' of 

the ritual is the moans to lmoHledge. This is a 11e, or, more 

charitably, a profound self-dclusio:n on the part of tl:-e instructor. 
t,. 

The empbasis on ritual has nothing to do lath the actllal ac~vernont 

of lmoHledge; the real obj ect of ritual is the maintenq,nce of the 

authority-structuro of organized intellectual life. It is the means 

of inculcating idooJ~, it is a fea turo of instruction \-Thich is best 

exemplified at any w.D1ii Roman Catholic mass. 

It is small wonder that bourgeois society 

considers a creative thinker as a "genius, II the product of a miracle! 

That is, provided his creative activity can 00 circumscribed \Vi t'bin 

the bo1.1.nds of accredited boureoo:ts ideology;. P..ny othE:."X' discoveries: 

Ulf they are not in harmony ,·nth the mass of collective representat­

io~, they "Till 00 denied; minds \·dll be closed to thGm; consequontly 

it l-rill be a.s if they did not exist. II This is, for example, lThy so 

many professors foolishly delude themselves that Har::d.sm is unscient­

ifio or tha.t they have i* disproven Harx! 

Hera. to16 confront the evidence, again, of 

the interrelationship ootlloan ideology' and illusion. J.:Iducation says 

it a.:ilns to promote lmm-rlodge and creative thought. Its real a.:iJn -­

underl~ring a wishful lie about oducation's aims - is to stultify 

thought, suppress creative aotivi'b/. Precisely bocause creative act­



ivity is generally a profound threat to the established authority 

structure of organized intellectual life; just as the bourgeois 

fa.mily is entrusted ,·lith the task of IIbrain-lTashing, U mind-crip­

pling the young, because thore, too, creative thought is the memy 

of bourgeois thought and institutions. 

Psychoanalysis, in exploring the natlU'a 

of the °lIDJD.al1 mind, is compelled to differentiate a~ong tae various 

tendencies in the human personality. Therefore, sufficiently de­

veloped and extended, psychoanalytic '/ork must inevitably tend to 

expose the superficial, ritual, illusory character of the obedience­

training side of education in particular and bourgeois family and 

so~inJ. life gcnercl~", even to the F-'Oint of' discovering and en.."'1obling 

:in popular op:inion the processes of actual creative thought. Freud 

and his collaborabors have alrea~ accomplished much of this dis­

closure in respoct to ~Jrgeois fa~ily life. Kubie's article and 

his essay,Tho Neurotic Di3tortion of the Creative Process, illustrato 

the way in which this pame psycboana~sis ppoceads from eXp0sing 

the lies of bourgeois morality in the family to exposing too lies 

underlying higher' education's opinion of itself. Thus, \VG can see 

tho statisticiro1 1s attack on psychoanalysis in its· true Jight, as' 

an ill-disguised "uitch h1.U1t" against. "subversives" in the interests 

of bourgeois ideology. 



Profits: Versus Sa...l'li ty 

That is not to :1.r.lply that scientism 

wishes to stxmp out psychoanalysis entirely. The object of the 

attacks is like the effort to suppress the creative process, an 

effort to sbaCY..1o, to bring 1IDdor control, to impose upou. it the 
c! 

ritufll a1~mC:lthodology of bourgoois intellectual life. In fact, 

that object has beem substantially accomplished in the caso of 

the Jun~ and bahaviorist-orianted psychoanalysts. TrJ.8 nro-
~ 

ponent.of scientism feels partly secure in respect to some as­

peets of psychoanalytic therapy; there are, however, other as­

peets: of psychoanalytic science thich threaten to expose "dark 

secrets ll which tho bourgeois "pl'iosV' is a"{; the greates'~ pains 

to conceal even from himself. He "rill, like a tyPical patient 
Q... 

in the laxly stages. of analysis, agree to the troatment as long 

as the doctor does not try to probe mto "certain areas". It is 

hardJ.,y accidental that ~ prohibitod subjects are pre­

cisely those of the greatest therapeutic significance. Si.TJrl.larly, 

an experienced nnnagoment consultant lmOHS that the areas Hhich 

the client instructs him to keep "his nose out of" are usuaJ..ly 

the va~ areas of the greatest importance for solution of the 

problems of that firm. It 'WaS on precisely such grounds that 

the established faculties o~ psychology reacted so violently, 

with such unprinciplod, contemptible raga to Freud's 2il~ 
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disclosures on those aspects of sexuality, of 'normal' bourgeois 

fammly life, lThich those professors: were at such desperate pains 

to conceal from themselves. To the dogree that pSyCh03.1l:'llysis 

will consent to violate its Oi·m ethical requirements and not probe 

the issues involving the patient's, xmE the scientist's, areas of 

refuistance, psychoanalysis will be tolerated. 

It is readily demonstrated tbat bourgeois 

society has no desire to promote sanity. It only "dshes to curb 'ibat 

it terms ~bnorIT'.al oohavior, that is to say beha-..rior which deviates from 

the legal and moral standards of bou:ggeois' prescriptions. The con­

cept of ~~. ..~ is more or lass adequately indicated by its~ ...~.~~ 

true synonym, obedience. 

It happens that many people "rho are dis­

turbed are also abnormal in their behavior, just as smae of the most 

seriously diseased personalities are normal. It is clear enough 

that tho notions of normal and abnormal are legal fictions, or, at 

last mor,!{ fictions ha~g little direct correspondence with the 

individual rs state of mental health. This feature, the obedience 

test, is demonstrated in one of the more prevalent criteria of 80­

calJAd 'normality, I the individual IS form of response to the struct­

ured system of rewards and punishments established by capitalist 
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mmtal ix: society, or, the extroolO le&'3.l fiction, of too "lrnovrledge 

of the distinction botvlQen 'right' ani 'wrong I. If It only hap-

pans, as' might be roadily comprehended, that corta.tn i::;pnr1tonts 

of niental'hoalth lead to mental and act,ive oohavior in direct &n­

fiict \.n.th one of those standards. HOI.rever, if a herd of hyster­

ical zombies satisfied the essential test, the obedience test, of 

bour gao is' morality, the bourgeoisie lv'Ould be amply' satisfied with 

the state of national health. l~~t concerns the bourgeoisie ~ros 

apllyepitomized bya waggisg slogan coined to promote contributions 

to mental health campaigns: J~~ "Support NentaJ. Health or I'll 

Kill You. II 

4- ~ , 4 ~ t IIp'~ e ... .a. - II' r' C! sume J.' aJ · 1'1" ntalCap~ ... Uo.J,. ... '" .I..£. ., U>:>it (:;I,iJ ' tJ!l' 1I • tJ 

health can be statistically controlled just oocause tIn legal notion 

of mental health assumes that the state of mind can b3 detoITJ.inod in 

respect to concepts in more or less direct corrospomenco with the 

loea~ and moral lnorms9-!: categorical moral and legal judgm01hs of 

bourgeois socie t.y. Some particularly demented expressions of this 

delusion are oncolll1wred ill attempts to construct a rnathoIlJatical logic 

of morality, or of human behavior generally, as in Il game theory, II etc. 

The notion that psychology is not properly statistical, by argtrnont 

or example of practico, implies :i.r.llnecliately that the IInatural lt stand­

nrds of hw~ behavior do not necessarily correspond to bolITg8ois 
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as. promptly 
morality, '.rhich tends to load ~"'",j-~ to the "absolubly sub­,\ 
versive tl inferoncethat capitalism ir.l not the Ilnatural," "most 

perfect" organization of human society, not precisely tho only 

"best of all possible \olOrlds .tt 

Capitalism, however, despite the vicious­

nos s ui til 'Hmch t he spread of psyc r..oanalytic ideas 'VIas originally 

regardo'd, bas mon compelled to admit of the extension of psycho­

analytic practice for reqsons paralleling its promotion of nedicino. 

Just because capitalist society is confronted \-lith the problems of 

abnormal oohayior associated with certain dysfunctions of the par­

sonalit;r, and because even capitalist morality does not ordinaril;[ 
~~~ 

permi't the extermination of its subjects in large numbers, and 00­

cause the costs or incaceration are a drain on ~lus value, capit ­

alist socioty had to tolerato psychoanalysis on practical grounds. 

T,~e job of the psychoanalyst, and the condition of bourgeois tolcr­

ation of its practice, is that he confine his "rork to dolivering 

abnor~ people back to tge production-line in condition to prOCQ~8 

profits, not to disrupt by abnormal b3havior the orderly social proc­

csses of' capitalist society, such as by running amuJc. 

Ck,ptialisrn, as is shown by the exponents 

of its more liberal tendencies, is more or less tolerant of a cortain 

ld.nd and amount of tlliberal" criticism of its errors end abus as. It 
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is \-Tilling t.o allOi'" statements Hhich attribute personality disorders 

to slum conditions, to '!:ad parents, to divorce, to "excossivell op­

pressions, etc. In this wa:y, capitalism consents to have psycho­

logy explain personality disorders - rather, alnormal bohavior ­

on tb.e [;rounds: of such abuses, excesses and errors. Capi taliSI1 \Till 

even, Hsighing the social cost of the "abuses ll and "errorsll against 

the finD.ncial cost of car-rections - such as decent honsing and 

wages for the most oppressed - occasionally manage to cOl'rect such 

errors, roam token corrections or profess to look favorably on fut1ll'o. 

steps to cOrl'ect. It is even ,-Tilling to have the bourgoois family 

criticized as an institution, to tolerato public discussion of C01'­

relations bet'-leen lIabnorma1." parental oohavior and distm-bances in 

Jlibe pOl'sonali ties of his ohildren, e·"6J1 to permit some Chang6S ir. 

va1.ue respecting tho secondary norms of family and social life (;8n­

erally. Finally, howover, it demands that the psych6lo~lst, socio­

logist, confine himself to such topics in the etiolc.>gy of 1"1Ell1tal dis­

ease, and to keep scrupulously clear of all analysis which establishes 

a necessary connection betv.eOll mental disease and the liJi_.:zs5i~IS' norms, 

the 1"1ore essential features: of bOl..1.rgeois l:lorality and social relat­

ions. Finally, the assigned task of the psychologist is linited, 
< 

~ the capitalist authorities, to readjusting the !abnormal' or pot­

entially abnormal person to normal oou1' gaois life, to reconciling 

the disturbed indi'vidual, the victim of oppression, to a. state of 

reverence and obedience toward his oppressor. It demands that 



57.
 

psychoarJ.C'l.1ysis sell out :i.t;s essential ethics and its scia ntifj,c 

principles :1n the iUtercsts. of "adjustment psyc hology" and tho. 

reconcilia tion of the oppressed to his oppressor'. This contempt­

ible ravlsicn:l.sm, properly classod \·rlth too SociaJ.-Democratic re­

visiollists of Earx, is exomplified. in Carl G. Jung's Yale Terry 

lecture, !:Sycf.-2]...QE:V &. Re1i&Qlli and in practice 1J.r the behaviorist 

tendoncies anong psycholoGists generally. 

However, it is not enough that revision­

ists soIl out, subjoct psychoanalysis to the n0l~otic rituaJ$ of 

statistical ideology; the lugb. priests of capitalist intellectual 

life denu.'Uld that an accounting statement be dravffi up, to bo deliver-

cd to their l7'1B.ster, shm.d.ng that for certain aggrogate fees ( \·mch 

the bourgeoisie may permit obedient psychologists to collect ) that 

the capi talis'[j production line has received a cer tain aL'lonnt of 00­

clitional profit by way of a quantity of formerly abnormal (i.e. c1is­

obedient) individuals returned to their appointed labor. The test 

wtiich the accolU1tant ",UI .apply for that purposo "Till not, be found 

in any of the worthless textbooks uhich purpor·t to definEt: a !lQ!1!! 

for mental hoalth; the accountantts standard is celebrated III the 

even
I 

scarcely
.. 

articulate trJ0f'-freysisms tr of any
. 
foul-mouthed semi-

L . 
lt8ra~qe polltical back presiding over' a local llk.1.&istrano 's court-. 
~ ~ 

That is the meaning behind emtor Ubell t s 

ohallenge to psycho,!:'..nalY:Jis: it is only a demand that nhead shrinkers lt 

degrade th<3nwolves, prostitute thomselv0s to tho role of IIhoad fixers. II 


