














ivity is generally a profound threat to the established autharity
structure of organized intellectual 1ifey Jjust as the bourgsois
fomily is entrusted with the task of "brain-washing," mind-crip-
pling the young, because there, too, creative thought is the enemy

of bourgeois thought and institutions.

Psychoanalysis, in exploring the nature
of the human mind, is compelled to differentiate among the various
tendencies in the lman personality. Therefore, sufficiently de-
veloped and extended, psychoanalytic work must inevitably tend to
expose the superficial, ritual, illusoary character of the obedience-
training side of education in particular and bourgeois family and
social 1ifc generclly, even to the point of discovering and emrnobling
in popular opinion the processes of actual creative thought. Freud
and his collaboradors have already accomplished ruch of this dis-
closure in respect to bourgeois family life., Kubie'!s article and

his essay,The Neurotic Distortion of the Creative Process, illustrate

the way in which this pame psychoanalysis ppoceeds from exposing

the lies of bourgeois morélity in the family to exposing the lies
underlying higher- education's opinion of itself. Thus, wo can see
the statistician's attack on psychoanalysis in its true light, as
an ill-disguised‘“witch hunt" against "subversives" in the interests

of bourgeois ideology.
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Profits Versus Sanity

That is not to imply that scientism
wishes to stamp out psychoanalysis entirely. The object of the
attacks is like the effort to suppress the creative process, an
effort to shackle, to bring under control, to impose upop it the
ritual aéimethodology of bourgeois intellectual life. In fact,
that objoct has been substantially accomplished in the case of
the ggggggg and behaviorist-oriented psychoznalysts. The pro-
ponent . of seientism feels partly secure in respect to some as-
pscts of psychoanalytic therapy; there are, however, other as-
pects of psychoanalytic science ¥hich threaten to expose "“dark
secrots! which tho bourgeois "priesi' is at the greatest pains
to congfal even from himself. He will, like a typical patient
in the}érly stages of analysis, agree to the treatment as long
as the doctor does not try to probe into "ecertain areas". It is

hardly accidental that idwisweredimzmsly prohibited subjects are pre-

cisely those of the groatest therapsutic significance.,  Similarly,
an experienced managemené consultant knows that the areas which
the client instructs him to keep "his nose out of" are usually

the very arcas of the greatest importance for solution of the
problems of that firm. It was on precisely such grounds that

the established faculties of psychology reacted so violently,

with such wnprincipled, contemptible rage to Freud's wisksckssmmmpers:
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disclosures on those aspects of sexuality, of 'mormal? bourgeois
faimly 1ife, which those profess§rs:wore at such despérate pains
to qonceal from themselves. To the degree that psychoanalysis
will consent to violate its own ethical requirements and not probe
the issues involving the patient's, xme the scientist's, areas of

reiistance, psychocanalysis will be tolerated.

It is readily demonstrated that bourgeols
society has no desire %o promote sanity. It only wishes to curb what
it torms gbnormal behavior, that is to say beshavior which deviates from
the legal and moral standards of boupgeois prescriptions. The con-
copt of norm @pmmesdity 1s more or less adequately indicated by its

trus sgynonym, obodionce.

It happens that many people who are dis-
turbed are also abnormal in their behavior, just as: smme of the most
seriously diseased personalities are normal. It is clear enough
that tho notions of norma} and alnormal are legal fictions, or, at
lest morégi.ﬂictions having 1ittle direct correspondence with the
individual's state of mental health, This feature, the obedience
test, is démonstrated in one of the more prevalent criteria of so-
calladd mormality,! the individual's form of response to tha struct-

ured system of rewards and punishménts established by capitalist
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morakax goclety, or, the extreme legal fiction, of ths "knowledge
of ths distinction bobtween 'right'! and 'wrong'!.™ It only hap-
pens, as might be readily compréhenyled, that certain j;npaﬁ(’]men’cs

of mental health Iead to mental and active behavicr in direct fon-
flict with one of these standards. However, if & herd of hyster-
ical zombies satisfied the essential test, the obedience test, 6f
bour geoig morality, the‘bourgeoisie would be amply satisfied with
the state of national health. What concerns the bourgeoisie was
apX¥ly epitomized by a m.ggisg glogen coined to promote contributions
to mental health campaigns: MEEZERE "Support Mental Health or I'1l
Kiil You,"

Capitalist "priests assume thal mental
health can be statistically controlled Just because the legal notion
of mental health assumes that the state of mind can s determined in
respect to concepts in more or less direct correspordence with the
logal and moral 'norme@t categorical moral and legal judgmehs of
bourgeois socisty. Soﬁ&e particularly demented expressions of this
delusion are encountered in attempts to construct a mathematical logic
of morality, or of human bohavior generally, as in "game theory," etc.
The notion that psychology is not properly statistical, by argument
or example of practice, implies immediately that the "natural" stand-

ards of human behavior do not necessarily correspond to bourgeois
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ag. prompily _
morality, which tends: to leadrﬁ%xf?%uﬁu&g to the "absoludly sub-

versive' inference that capitalism is not the "matural," "most
perfoct" organization of human society, not precisely the only

"begt of all possible worlds."

Capitalism, however, despite the vicious-
ness with which the spread of psychoanalytic ideas was originally
regarded, has beon compelled to admit of the extension of psycho-
snalytic pfactico for regsons paralleling its promotion of medicine.
Just bscause capitalist society is confronted with the problems of
abnormal behavior associsted with certain dysfunctions of the per-
sonality, and because even capitalist moraiity does not q{é}ggg&%g
permit the extermination of its subjects in large numbers, and be=-
cause the costs or iIncaceration are a drain on surplus value, capit-
alist society had to tolerate psychoanalysis on practical grounds.
The job of the psychoanalyst, and the condition of bourgeois toler-
gtion of itg practice, is that he confine his work to delivering
abnof&el people back to the production-line in condition to produce
profits, not to disrupt by abnorrwal beshavior the orderly social proc-

esses of capitalist society, such as by running amulk,.

Captialism, aw is shown by the exponents
of its more liberal tendencies, is more or less tolerant of a certain

kind and amount of "liberal" criticism of its errors and abuses. It
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is willing to allow statements which attribute personelity disorders
to slum conditions, to bhad parenﬁs, to divorce, to "excessive" op-
pressions, ete., In this way, capitalism consents to have psycho-
logy explain personality disorders -=- rather, alnormal behavior —-

on the grounds: of such abuses, excesses and errors., Capitalism will
even, woighing the social cost of the "abuses" and "errors'" against
tho financial cost of carrections —- such as decent housing and
wages for the most oppressed —- occasionally manage té correct such
errors, make token corrections or profess to look favorably on future
steps to correct. It is even willing to have the bourgeois family
criticized as an institution, to tolerate public discussion of cor—
relations between "abnormal' parental behevior and disturbances in
the personalities of his children, evean vo permit some changes in
value respecting the secondary norms of famlly and social life gen-
erally. Finally, however, it demends that the psychologist, socio-
logist, confine himself to such topics.in the etlology of mental dis-
ease, and to keep scrupulously clear of all analysis which establishes
a necessary connoction between mental discase and the rzssssks norms,
the more sesential features of bourgeois morality and éocial relate-
ions. Finally, the assipgned task of the psychologist is limited,
by the cepitalist authorities, to readjusting the '!abnormal! or poﬁ-
entially abnormal person to normal bowrgecis life, to reconciling

the disturbed individual, the victim of oppression, to a state of

" reverence and obedience toward his OpPressor. It demands that
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psychoanalysis sell out its essential ethics and its scientific
principles in the iyterests.of "adjustment psychology" and the
reconciliation of the oppressed to his oppressor.  This contempte-
ible revisicnism, properly classed with the Social-Democratic re-
visionists of Marx, is exemplified in Carl G. Jung's Yale Terry

lecture, Psychology & Religion, and in practice by the behaviorist

tondencies among psychologists generally.

However, it is not enouph that revisions=
ists soll out, subject psychoanalysis to the ncurotic rituals of
statistical ideclogy; the high priests of capitalist intellectual
life demand that an accounting statement be drawm up, to be deliver-
ed to their master, showing that for certain agpregate fees ( which
the bourgeoisie may permit obedient psychologists to collect ) that
the capitalist production line has received a certain amount of ad-
ditional profit by way of a quantity of formerly abnormal (i.e, dis-
obedient) individuals returned to their appointed labor. The test
wliich the accountant will apply for that purpose will not,be found
in any of the worthless textbooks which purport to define a norm
for mental health; the accountant's standard is celebrated in the
even scarcely articulate "Jeffreysisms'" of any foul-mouthed semi-
%}aragé political baék'presiding over a local magistrabe's court.

That is the meaning behind editor Ubell's
ohailenge to psychoanélysis: it is only a demand that '"head shrinkers"

degrade‘thcmsolves, prostitute thsﬁselves to the rols of '“heoad fixers.!



