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In taking in the muck of o*hers, w“*cd 1s the bnly way to
~.practilcally recngnize it in o neself, by attacking their muck, yocu
are attacking your sun.

I shall return to dlSCUSS thet "operaticen," and how 1t pro-
ceeds ‘ _

There 1s nothing inherently "bad" in the feelings as feel-
-“1ings. Howaver, feelings do not exist as feelings. They exist
~.for us with ohject -images attached to the feelings. To call
forth a feeling 1is t» call forth the movercnt of the object—
~imaoe attached to the fnellng

For example, to ensure your clcse attention to the subject,
I shall discuss sex., There is nothing "evil," "wicked," etc.
in sexual impulses (they are not really sexual in the literal
"sense, but we shall keep to X-rated standards here for better
‘redder interest.) However, this set of healthy feelings has
‘object-images attached to 2ach part. When you act on a "sexual
.feeling," you move according to the object-images attached to the
feeling. You have 1deas of the physlcal and other characteris-
tics of the type of person suitable to actualize the sexual im-
pulses, and cbject-1lmage notions of the types of actlons needed
to realize that feeling. No matter how often life é&emonstrates
to you that your whole selecticn apprecach and procedure 1s made
of the stuff of the morning-after mouths, you will repeat it
faithfully--and miserably--again and again.

The other example which may appeal to your interest in
sports 1s that of the training of the karate expert. It is of
course necessary to acquire certain habits of movement, develcp
certain physiological apparatus, etc., but the essential thing
to striking a killer blow, etc., 1s to "learrn" to.call up the
feeling of the killer stroke and have all tne musclature move in
~a coordinated fashion to actualize the ¢bjsct-image attached to
‘that "trained" relationship between the ctjzctive striking and
‘the recall of the feeling for striking. Cell up the strongest
feeling, have the object-idea of the moverents attached to that
feeling, and the blow will sensuously actuzlize the fcrce of the
feeling te the very 1limlt of your physical capacity.

The much which makes up 95% (only 955 because you are actually
'Superior pecple).of your internal mentsl 11fe i1s of exactly that
form, . Object-images attachpd to feeling-states (or, what psycho-

" ‘analysis identifies as "cathexis").- By removing such objects from
the feelings, you reccnstruct yocurself. 2y locating within others
the small force of humanity Wy which they can act upon their

muck, you have lovad them, you have ldentified that 1in them which
is human, that which you share with them in the labcr of dis-
placing 1nappropriate obJjects from healthy feelings.

A healthy human relationship 1s always of that form, Either
both are working, by "taking in" one another's agony for mutual
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attack on a mutual problem, or one is using his or her success-
ful experilence in dealing with such problems in the past to assist
tne other., The feeling of social love which accompanies this 1s
what would properly be called friendship, comradeship. ;t-is the
rolemical, dilaled¢tical method, which is only dialectical when 1%t

is honest, when you yurself are acknowledging the present or past
actuzal crap in yourself., :

This 1s a profoundly practical political problem. To the
extent you are still alienated, you are going to be shocked and’
iismayed as soon as you begln to really know most of the welfare
organizers and other working class cadre-types with whcm we come
to work., Thus far, most of you show an idealized image of these
people, as pure ”class-for—itself” versus "class-in-itself" types.
As goon as you discover how much crap i1s in those peOple, your
tendency willl be to show a sense of "neing cheated. The sensa-
tion 1s not unlike that you experience when you first discover
that @ new mate is human, The "oceanic feeling" of "perfect
love" goes pop, and you think there 1s & bad smell scmewhere.,
when ycu react in that way, you really show how viciously you
misunderstand yourselves, and ycu also show your incapacity to
deal with working people, or to understand {(make. strategic and tac-
tical politieal dec1siors) involving the movement the development
of masses of Just such "horrible 1mperfect human beings.
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To 1ove peoplo 1s to locate w1thin them the human- fovoe to
which you can connect in scme specific fashion to conquer in-
them the same sort of crap ycu either still have or had in your-
selves. In that process, by "taking others'" inside you in that
wey, by becoming conscious of them within in that way, your
consciousness of others becomes for you your means for becoming
conscious of your own mental states. It 1s by discriminating
different obJect-images attached to the same feeling-state that
the feellng-state 1tself can be discriminated, known.

We have two interconnected things here. Firstly, such
developed habits of loving--pclemical, dialectical methods--are
trhe essence of . revolutlonary politics. Developed 1nitially for a
limited domain of work, these powers become the capacity to love
and thus move masses in the same way. Secondly, these processes
are identical with the process of developinv self-conscious powers
cver creative mentation in one's self, .

C\

2. Childhood and Sexual Love ' : - .\

So far, we have referred to speclfic acts of love, to
svecific human relationsnips. Now consider the universal for
=11 such specific relationships. The universal can only be
some degree of approximaticn.of unmedlated identification with
the entirety of the human struggle within oneself and another
rerson, The speclflc questisns which occupy us in friendship,

()
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comradeship, are now "dissolved" 'into a single " oceanlc
celebratinn of the general human conquest of one' 8 general
internal agcny. - :

In small children, who are fortunate to have loving
parents, what is loved in the child's development 1is his or
her development per se, To the extent that a parent adores
only specific facets of childhood development, the chilgd is
not loved, except with an embittering, hnsatisfywng sort of .
frxendship love. One sees children confronted with such trun-
cated parental love struggling, sometimes violently to brcaden
the love"! "Love me for myself mommy and daddy, not just when I
"' To the extent that a child both enjoys such all- :
loving for the longest possible veriod of ‘his or her early de‘e ﬁo—
ment, and this loving is associated with access to a diversity of
obJects characteristic of the culture's specific powers, the cnild
will develop what we are unfortunately compelled to regard todey
as extraordinary gifts of creative mentatlon.

We have merely outlined the’ central tendency; the way in
whlch development occurs 1is actually more complex, but it neces-
sarily reduces to this essential form in effect. '

In aoulthood the need for that same kind of all- lovingness
1s essential. That 1s what 1s primary in what is called "sexual
love." 'Sexual love" does not derive from the possession of = =-
sexual organs -- except to bestiallized minds. Mind 1s sensucus-
ness; it demands actualization. Complete mind, completeness cf
the feelings which are mind demands a search for completely
sensucus acts, sensuousness for lts own sake. Mind selzes upon
whatever means fall to its power to accomplish such realization.

Not to respect that fact, to regard "“sexual love" as having
any lesser goal thah this, 1s to destrov oneself. Precisely so,
because 1t 1s in this aspect of adult life that a healthy sense
of personal identity (for myself!) is located, radiating from that
central point to every other aspect of life., Such love is ind
in all 1ts necessary sensuous actualization. It 1s not perfect; it
1s never complete, could never be complete, and one should never
demand it be complete--unless he wishes to drive himself to the
edge of suicide. There is no perfection in l1ife, the universe,
or Mind. There is only the process of self-perfecting, self-
moving. Love 1s, must be the highest form of labor, in the
Feuerbachilun sense.- It must be a part of 1life in whilch one
struggles yet again to advance self-perfection another notch,
for a more complete realizaticn of the mental relationship, and
a more complete, appropriate sensuous realizatiocn of the qual*ty
of allness Mind demands.

If you must have adolescent sexual acrobatics, have them--
but never call them love, never degrade yourself, your revolu-
tionary potential by ralsing the trivial to such importance.
Above all, ‘do not use my words ‘cn the merits of unmediated rela- .
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tionships to make a mockery of 11fe and Mind itself. Do not
use the ideas pertaining to the best and noblest wretched men

and women sometimes attain to lend dignity to your adolescent
banalities.

You see, this not a personal anair, but a profound poli-
tical question. ' : :

3. "X-rated"'Performances

I have repeatedly used'a’pedagogical device which appeals
to me because it so precisely captures the poetry of capltalist
life, the cruel commedia of capitalist culture,.

Imagine yourself, I repeat myself yet again, returned one
afternoon to your old neighborhocd. You stand there for a while,
with a special kind of pleasure, like the tastes and smells of
Thanksgiving dinner of childhood memory. You watch the famillar
faces ard figures moving to and from familiar places. One
watches them meeting, the oasual exchange of homely greetings as
they pass one another..

v 4 Then, you must speak. You must shake a familiar hand, iook
into a friendly face, smile, and say the old meaningless things
that strangely meant so much to ycu then,

They do not see you when you speak, .They do not hear you.
You even strike an old friend; he continues chatting to someone

- else. It occurs to you that you do not exist. You are alive:

you see, you feel, ...but ycu have forgotten to wear your mask,

vour persona. You therefore cannot be known, you cannot be loved;

you are psychologically dead within society. Ncne of your

feelings can go outward; the more you feel, the more total your
anxiety, as each unactuc11zab1e feeling becomes turned inward

"~ainst you,

It is that terrible fear, that nightmare, which you have all
expereinced repeatedly in life. 'You think not? I tell you you
live through that abony a thousand times each day. I have seen
each of you in just that agony each time I have watched you-- -
espe: ially at internal meetlngs and public meetings.

Many times, I have talked with an individual member or a.
small group of members. Because I demand it and because I am
compassionate, 1n our conversaticn sometimes we get at their
real concerns: What we should do, what needs to be corrected,
erd so forth. From them come the most excellent notions. I am
dalighted, because I feel T am becoming less needed, that as you
te¥e over moye and more in your --for me-- exclting progress as
revclutionaries and as human belngs, I shall be permitted to:
become one of you instead of old grandfather with the aching
ut who must take everything into himself. (I do not like -
being Heing¢!'s Atlas; Prometheus is not Hercules --look at me!--
to be coopted to such duties.) Then, I see the same persons at
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the next meeting. Oftoq, I am glad to say, something cf what
you said comes througn elfectively there. You sheculd know my
Joy at such things! But, more Oxtcﬂ... ' )

You speak, maybe once, perhaps %fwice. Nothing or almost
nothing of your task-oriented concern comes through. Refore an
audience you become a performer, a person needing love, seeking
to get the maximum love from the meeting by concilliating, almost
pandering to the lowest common denominator. Oh, sometimes you
are clever about it: you attack the lowest-common denominator
viclously. That, I admit, 1s rather clever, but my intestines
which are very wise organs, warn me there is something wrong here.
Then, it is clear why I feel that pain. You permitting the
lowest-common denominator to dominate your participation in the
meeting. As a result, meetings are too often several miles .

beneath the poorest 1evel of polltlcal mentatlon of any 1nd1-
vidual 1n the room. : :

There 1s nothing wrong in: deallne ulth the lowest common
denominator. That, in -fact, is always necessary “The issue 1is,
how is 1t done? Tne obJect of locating muck is to eliminate 1t
with its positive counterpart.. If a member (or worker in a _
public affair) is choked up to tbe eyeballs with-his ideological
mack, how do you remove his need to hold onto that mucl. Many
of you understand exactly that task with a.certain. degree of .
excellence. But, we all know that this depends upon your courage
to be independently responsible toward our. work., You cannot be
afrajd of lost "mana™ Tor advancing something you kiow to be
neceszary. You must, o;_course be concerned whethsr yoar ideas
are ccrrect, etc., and whether you have accomplishecd something by
speaking. If you worry about being liked for what you say,.
worry abcut beilng acceptable t:2 the world outside our orgaolzatioo
etc., you are prsvenied from leing honest with yourself or. the
organizaticn. BanOLLUy seeps in. -

What is this? Is it a flaw in the meetings? Is 1ta
pecullarity of socieliist groups, etc.? By no means. It is the
ordintry agony which you suffer to a lesser degree than- anyone
outsice our organization. You, only to a 1e5°or degree than
they, sufior ti2 fear I have descritid in-.connzecticn with the
hypottztical ne’ghborhood VlSiu. ~The' mesting Lecomes for you N
that rolgoborhooo. : - S '

“
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Can the meetings be imoroxed by rules and procedures to
eliminate this problem? Only to be a limited degree. In general,
the stronger the task-orlentation and the clearer the tactical
leadership, the less troublesome the problem within the meeting.
As our activity is turned outward, the sensuous actualization of -
politicalized impulses obviously reduces the incidence of the
anxiety of feelings turned inward upon the organization and its
members. Other anxietles, as we have noted, cf course, come
into play from fear of actualization in the "outside worid" --
the flea versus the elephant. The problem of the meetings 1s
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rapldly being solved by the rapid development of many members,'
and the obvious imperatives of relevant "outside" work.

There is no need to lambaste ourselves. Excepting those
remarkable qualities which can be generally attained only under
conditions of mass upsurges, our crganization is already the
relatively perfect model for any other organization in the
world in 1ts internal humanity, etc. There exists no "objective"
standard by whlch anyone but a mlserable carping fool could pick
flaws in us by "objective" standards. It 1g simply not good
enough., We are caught 1n the wonderful predicament of having
attalned a certain degree of actual humanity. We never rest;

every progress 1s not the end of the effort to progress, but the.
nzcessary precondition and therefcre the necessity for new quali-‘
tative advances. I do not censuvre you; I love you. DBut, we have
not yet reached even the guality we must reach as a minimum for

a vanguard organization nucleus capable of establishing workers!
government. We must make a new leap forward. Such struggles--
expecially with ourselves--will never cease. To actuallze a new
society, we must begin to actualize 1n ourselves somethiag that
partakes, however minutely «f that we are bringing into being.

On that account, since we have grown up so much in the
past years, we have reached the pcint when a higher standard of
nurean relationships, within the crganization and in our connections
to those close to us outside, must be attained. It must be
attained hecause we are ready to attain it. Find such Joy and
p2rsonal identity as a human being wherevsr you can in the inter-
stices of your daily 1life. That 1s your affair; it Is ycur right.
You can no longer tolerate banality in even yow persinal rela-
tionships. If, for example, you cannot help but be adolescent
in some matters, that is not a great problem fer us. .Merely do
not dignify your adolescence by associating with 1t those notions
and fcrms of re]ationship which reflect the noblest aspects of
humanity Within our reach.



